
Chair - Board of Trustees 
 

 
The General Aviation Safety Council 

 

Location  

The appointment is not tied to a geographical location 

but most of the meetings that the Chairman is required 

to attend take place in the south-east of the country 

Salary  

This is an unsalaried position, however travel expenses 

may be claimed 

Posted  

4 May 2018  

Closes  

15 June 2018  

Sector 

General Aviation 

Job function 

Trustee and Director of charitable company limited by 

guarantee; Chairman of the Board  

Job level  

Senior Director 

Hours 

Seven Days per year minimum plus occasional 

attendance at safety events and meetings  

Contract 

There is no formal contract.  The appointment of the new 

Chairman will be confirmed by the members of GASCo at 

the Annual General Meeting of the Company to be held 

on 31st July 2018 at the Air Accident Investigation Branch, 

Farnborough.  The term of the appointment is for three 

years which may be extended by a further period of three 

years by Council election.  

 

  

 

Founded in 1964, The General Aviation Safety Council 

(initially Committee) The General Aviation Safety 

Committee was formed as a result of a meeting of the 

Conference of General Aviation Organisations held on 

4th September 1964, under the Chairmanship of the 

late Air Chief Marshal, the Earl of Bandon GBE, CB, CVO, 

DSO. The Committee was accepted for registration by 

the Charity Commission in 1965 and, upon adoption of 

a revised Constitution in March 1994, became the 

General Aviation Safety Council (GASCo). In 2003 

GASCo was restructured as a non-profit making 

Charitable Limited Company. It has no legislative 

powers and, therefore, has to rely on persuasion and 

education in meeting its objectives.  

 

There are approximately 14,000 powered aircraft of 

various kinds in UK General Aviation, including 

microlight aircraft and helicopters, 1,600 balloons, over 

2,000 sailplanes and approximately 4,500 hang-gliders. 

In addition there are 4,500 regular parachutists.  

 

GASCo’s membership includes almost all organisations 

that represent not only the pilots who fly GA aircraft 

but also the many others such as the engineers who are 

responsible for safety in general aviation.  Council 

members appoint a Chairman and Board of Directors as 

trustees of the charity and directors of the charitable 

company.  The Board appoints a Chief Executive to 

implement its policies and direction and act as the 

company secretary 

 

The Council meets three times a year, to discuss recent 

accidents and incidents in order to try to decide on the 

action to be taken to reduce the possibility of a 

recurrence. The effect of proposed legislation, airspace 

changes and the like are also discussed. The philosophy 

underlying all these activities is that a real and lasting 

improvement in general aviation flight safety can only 

be brought about through education and 

understanding, i.e. "Safety Through Knowledge". 

 

We are seeking a new Chairman who has the necessary 

experience to take over from, Air Commodore Rick 

Peacock-Edwards CBE AFC FRAeS, when he retires at 

the end of July 2018. This is an opportunity for the right 



individual to shape the future of General Aviation safety 

promotion and education and lead the charity to the next 

level. 

 

We are looking for someone with Board level experience 

and a track record of leading organisations in the 

corporate, public or charity sector to develop and execute 

their strategies. You will have an active interest in General 

Aviation and a passion for flight safety.  You will have 

strong leadership skills and, working with the Board of 

Trustees and the Chief Executive, be able to sustain and 

develop the research, educational and promotional 

activities for which the GASCo is known and respected.  

You will be comfortable in representing the charity with 

numerous stakeholders. You will possess the necessary 

gravitas and communication skills to represent the 

charity at both internal and external forums and with 

the media. 

 

 

 

 

 


